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Naval Oceanographic Office Commanding Officer Retires; Lumpkin Assumes Command

(Stennis Space Center, Miss.)--Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) Commanding Officer, Capt. Philip J. Renaud, retired after 25 years of Naval service at a Change of Command/Retirement Ceremony at John C. Stennis Space Center on Friday, April 23. 

Capt. R. Parker Lumpkin assumed command of the 1,100 employee oceanographic office as interim Commanding Officer until Capt. Jeffery Best assumes the position on July 2, 2004.

During the ceremony, Capt. Renaud reflected on his 25 years of naval service and his experience commanding NAVOCEANO, which is responsible for providing oceanographic products and services to all elements of the Department of Defense.

He stressed the importance of the Command's mission to U.S. Navy forces and complimented his colleagues and employees telling them that “nobody does operational oceanography better than the people of NAVOCEANO.”

RDML Timothy McGee (Sel.), Special Assistant to the Oceanographer of the Navy, served as the ceremony’s guest speaker. 

Captain Renaud will become Executive Director of the Khaled bin Sultan Living Oceans Foundation dedicated to the conservation and restoration of the living oceans.
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For more information on the Naval Oceanographic Office, visit our web site at www.navo.navy.mil
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