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Gulfport Students Dive Into Sea Science Aboard Navy Vessel

Byline: Naval Oceanographic Office Public Affairs Office

STENNIS SPACE CENTER, Miss.— Several Coast students are learning first-hand what it takes to become a Navy oceanographer as they take part in OCEANS ALIVE, an educational program sponsored by the Naval Oceanographic Office, based at Stennis Space Center.

More than 40 students from North Gulfport 7th and 8th Grade School and Gulfport's St. John High School are joining students from across the nation to take part in OCEANS ALIVE's educational three-day sessions aboard an oceanographic survey ship in the Gulf of Mexico through June. 


The Oceanographic Career Enhancement and Naval Science: Adventurous Learning in Variable Environments or OCEANS ALIVE program is designed to stimulate students’ interest in science and mathematics by teaching them practical applications as they examine the ocean from sea surface to seafloor. 


While onboard the ship, students are introduced to acoustics, geology, marine biology, bathymetry, meteorology and physical oceanography through a series of classroom lectures and hands-on projects. Students also gain an understanding of how the Navy collects and processes oceanographic data.


"The benefits of this program for students is tremendous. Not only is knowledge gained, but it gives students examples of great job opportunities and how they can apply their learning," said Karen Roberts, an OCEANS ALIVE participant and teacher at North Gulfport 7th and 8th Grade Magnet School.

It also shows local students that they don't have to travel far away for careers in math and science. The Navy at Stennis Space Center is home to more oceanographers than anywhere in the world and needs bright individuals to support their mission of supplying oceanographic knowledge to U.S. forces worldwide.
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"This program helps me and other students realize our potential and expand our horizons," added Anna DiRaimo, a student from North Gulfport 7th and 8th Grade School.


Additionally, the program provides the opportunity for NAVOCEANO scientists to share their knowledge and enthusiasm with students and teachers in the community. It also provides a potential recruitment base of future oceanographers, mathematicians and engineers.

"I am amazed how the Navy uses so may different areas of science to produce their results," said Teresa Moon, a student at St. John High School in Gulfport. "I wish everyone could experience this."


Since 1998, more than 350 students and educators nationwide have participated in the OCEANS ALIVE program. And, an added feature is that teachers receive Continuing Education Units from the University of Southern Mississippi for their participation in the program.

"It's really rewarding to see students and teachers get so excited learning new things about the oceans," said Patty Harrison, Naval Oceanographic Office employee and OCEANS ALIVE coordinator.

To learn more about the OCEANS ALIVE program or NAVOCEANO, visit https://www.navo.navy.mil.
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