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Navy Awards $25,000 in Scholarships to Mississippi Students

Clarksdale, Miss.-- Ten Mississippi community college students will share $25,000 in scholarship money awarded by the U.S. Navy in a ceremony at Coahoma Community College (CCC) in Clarksdale, Miss. The scholarships were awarded as part of the Ocean Science Mentoring Program.

The Navy-sponsored Ocean Science Mentoring Program is a mentoring partnership CCC, a historically African American community college, and the Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO), based at Stennis Space Center, Miss. The program’s mission is to encourage math and science education among minority students through mentoring and speaking engagements.

Participating CCC students were awarded a total of $25,000 in scholarships to continue their education for successfully completing the math and science intensive-program after presenting their projects to Navy leaders during the ceremony. Some of this year's projects included a study of world ocean currents, Geographical Information System applications and remote sensing.

"NAVOCEANO is proud to support and participate in this worthwhile educational program. Not only does it benefit Mississippi students by exposing them to scientific careers available in their own state, it also allows our Navy oceanographers to share their knowledge with students who could become our nation's future oceanographers," said NAVOCEANO Acting Commanding Officer Capt. Parker Lumpkin.


The Ocean Science Mentoring Program is composed of two teams: a mentoring team and a traveling motivational speaking team. The mentoring team works with students from CCC to develop a project, while the speaking team travels throughout the Mississippi Delta presenting talks to high school students about applying for college, considering careers in the military and pursuing opportunities in math and science.
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Mentors develop projects and students are matched with a mentor/project based on their interests and field of study. Mentors and students communicate via telephone, fax, e-mail, and periodic face-to-face meetings to complete the projects during a six-month partnership. Mentors focus on educating the students on science and math topics, but students also learn research methods, computer skills and professional presentation skills while completing the program.

Goals of the Ocean Science Mentoring Program include introducing students to the 

different careers available within the Navy, providing scientific projects to allow students to become familiar with ocean science, informing students about career opportunities, skills required, and options available in today’s workplace environment and assisting with college goals.
The Office of Naval Research, the Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command, also at Stennis Space Center, and NAVOCEANO have supported the program since it began in 1998.
In its sixth year, the Ocean Science Mentoring Program has catapulted many students' science and technical education. Many former student participants have continued their education at four-year universities like Jackson State University, University of Southern Mississippi, Mississippi State University and Arkansas State University.

This year's students include William Bounds of Clarksdale, Miss.; Joey Burton of Clarksdale, Miss.; Derix Dugan of Clarksdale, Miss.; James Howard of Clarksdale, Miss.; Justin Montgomery of Lyon, Miss.; Orlando Paden of Clarksdale, Miss.; Terrance Phillips of Clarksdale, Miss.; Rhonda Smith of Clarksdale, Miss.; Erick Sumlar of Opa-Locka, Fla.; and LaTarchia Young of Clarksdale, Miss.

Although NAVOCEANO’s major focus is the Department of Defense community, the Navy command also recognizes the need to encourage academic and professional growth in today’s youth. NAVOCEANO demonstrates this commitment by encouraging students to consider careers in math and science by supporting student programs such as cooperative education, Sea Scholars, OCEANS ALIVE and the Ocean Science Mentoring Program.
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For more information on the Naval Oceanographic Office, visit our web site at www.navo.navy.mil.
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