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Georgetown Native Excels as Navy Leader

John C. Stennis Space Center, Miss.—U.S. Navy Capt. Rutledge "Parker" Lumpkin, , became the 68th commanding officer of the Naval Oceanographic Office in an April 20 ceremony at John C. Stennis Space Center in southern Miss. 

Lumpkin had served as executive officer for the command since August 2002.  


In his new capacity as interim commanding officer, Lumpkin oversees all operations at the office, including the workforce of approximately 1,100 civilian, military and contractor personnel who survey the world's oceans in support of American and coalition warfighters.  

The Naval Oceanographic Office is responsible for supplying oceanographic products and services to all elements within the Department of Defense. 

Oceanography is the study of all physical and biological aspects of the world's oceans.

The Naval Oceanographic Office merges cutting-edge technology, state-of-the-art supercomputers and world-class specialists in the fields of oceanography, geophysics, acoustics, hydrography, bathymetry and engineering to provide critical combat support services.

Lumpkin holds a master of science degree in meteorology and physical oceanography from the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, Calif., and a master of arts degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College in Newport, R.I.
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Lumpkin will serve as acting commanding officer until July, when Capt. Jefferey Best assumes command of the Naval Oceanographic Office.  At that time, Capt. Lumpkin will depart for Rota, Spain to serve as commanding officer of the Naval European Meteorology and Oceanography Command.  

Lumpkin’s personal awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Joint Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with Gold Star, and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal with Gold Star. 

###

For more information on the Naval Oceanographic Office, visit our web site at www.navo.navy.mil.
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