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Local Fleet Survey Teams Makes Navigation Safer in Pascagoula
John C. Stennis Space Center, Miss.—The Naval Oceanographic Office's Fleet Survey Team (FST), based at Stennis Space Center, recently participated in an oceanographic survey in the harbor waters off Pascagoula, Miss., with the mission of making navigation safer and easier.

The team surveyed harbors and ports around Naval Station Pascagoula in search of any changes, new depths or obstructions on the waterway's floor to update navigational charts. The purpose of the survey was to support port operations and Destroyer Squadron 6, based at the Naval Station. 

The FST is a rapid-response military team with capabilities to conduct high-priority hydrographic (the measurement, description and mapping of the Earth's surface waters with special reference to navigation) surveys within two to three days in support of the U.S. Naval fleet worldwide. 

The data collected on these surveys, which use single and multi-beam sonar, are used to update navigational charts and create imagery and other products that aid the Fleet in operational decision-making.

It was the team's ability to turnaround updated charts in only a few weeks' time that led Pascagoula port operations to select the FST team to complete the survey.

The FST conducted the Pascagoula survey aboard a small, portable rigid-hull inflatable boat, which is designed to accommodate short-fused Naval requirements worldwide.

"The FST mission is to quickly respond to emergent fleet requirements anywhere in the world by producing navigation-quality on-scene hydrographic information directly to the warfighters. This capability provides Combatant Commanders added flexibility to plan and execute shallow-water missions in data-sparse areas," said CDR Vincent Giampaolo, FST lead officer.
One of the newest members to the FST, Demopolis, Ala., native QM1 (SW/AW) Christopher Birl, also benefited from the Pascagoula survey because he was able to use it as part of his Navy training. 

As a result of his recent training as an FST member, Birl will soon become the first Quartermaster (QM) in the Command to receive hydrography training certification through the International Hydrographic Management and Engineering Program.

"As a member of the FST, QM1 Birl is a step ahead of most Quartermasters because he is learning the collection and creation techniques used to compile charts and products he and his peers use daily," said FST member LCDR Anthony Gilless, USN. "His knowledge of navigation, commitment and professionalism have been an asset to the Fleet Survey Team."

QM1 Birl took part in the Pascagoula survey and used his first experience on a hydrographic survey as training for his upcoming certification. On this particular mission, QM1 Birl was responsible for all navigation aboard the FST's rigid-hull inflatable boat, which is designed to accommodate short-fused Naval requirements worldwide. 

As a Quartermaster in the Navy, Birl's area of expertise has been mainly navigation. Now, he is expanding his knowledge and capabilities to hydrography.  He is currently in on-the-job training and is scheduled to attend the International Hydrographic Management and Engineering Program, at which he will earn Hydrographic Surveyors Category "B" certification.

"Hydrography is a totally different ball game for me, and I've learned so much about data collection on my first survey, " said Birl.  "Hopefully, my participation in this training will open doors for other QM's to get into hydrography in the future."

###

For more information on the Naval Oceanographic Office, visit our web site at www.navo.navy.mil.
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