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Best Assumes Command of the Naval Oceanographic Office 

(Stennis Space Center, Miss.)—CAPT Jeffrey Best, USN, assumed command of the Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) in a Change of Command ceremony held July 2 at the John C. Stennis Space Center in south Mississippi.  

Best relieved interim Commanding Officer CAPT Parker Lumpkin, who will serve the United Nations as Senior U.S. Military Observer in Kosovo.

Lumpkin was appointed interim Commanding Officer from April through July 2004. Prior to that, he served as NAVOCEANO’s Executive Officer from July 2002 through April 2004, during which time he played an integral role in the development of the Command’s Strategic Plan. 

Under Lumpkin’s leadership, the Command achieved unparalleled successes in direct fleet support initiatives for forward-deployed, worldwide naval operations. Among those include support for the first-ever operational execution of a Rapid Environmental Assessment in the Persian Gulf to provide oceanographic support during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

During the ceremony, CAPT Lumpkin reflected on his time at NAVOCEANO and said, “I have worked with the finest men and women in the Navy. It has truly been a remarkable journey I will treasure for a lifetime.” 

As a Naval oceanographer, CAPT Jeffrey Best has served aboard numerous military ships throughout his nearly 25-year career. 

During Operations Desert Shield/Storm, Best supported DESRON-22 as 
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oceanographer and staff watch officer aboard the USS CARON, USS TRIPOLI, USS 

MISSOURI and USS WISCONSIN. Additionally, he has served and as oceanographer aboard the USS TRIPOLI, USS RANGER and Fleet Oceanographer for Commander Third Fleet. 

Most recently, Best served as first Commanding Officer of the Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Professional Development Center in Gulfport, Miss., and then completed a second tour at the Naval Personnel Command as Senior Meteorology and Oceanography Office Detailer, Assignment and Placement Officer and Community Manager.

CAPT Best graduated from the United States Naval Academy with a Bachelor of Science degree in oceanography. Other degrees include a Master of Science in meteorology and physical oceanography from the Naval Postgraduate School and, most recently, a Master of Science in National Security Strategy from the National War College.

Best’s awards include the Meritorious Service Medal with three gold stars; the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with Combat Distinguishing Device’ Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal with three gold stars and various campaign and unit ribbons.

At the ceremony, CAPT Best commented, “I am very honored and proud to be given this tremendous opportunity. The Naval Oceanographic Office has the finest group of people in the Department of Defense. No one in the world does oceanography better than this Command. I look forward to guiding the organization in the challenging years ahead.” 


NAVOCEANO is comprised of nearly 1,200 military and civilian personnel. The Command has the responsibility for supplying oceanographic products and services to all elements of the Department of Defense. It uses a variety of platforms, including ships, aircraft and satellite sensors and buoys to collect oceanographic data from the world’s oceans. These data are then analyzed and utilized in products that support the warfighter.
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