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CONGRESSMAN GENE TAYLOR ON HAND TO DEDICATE 

NEW JOINT AIRBORNE LIDAR CENTER AT STENNIS AIRPORT 

STENNIS SPACE CENTER, MISS. — U.S. Rep. Gene Taylor (MS-D) joined officials from four federal agencies today to dedicate the Joint Airborne LIDAR Bathymetry Technical Center of Expertise (JALBTCX) at Stennis International Airport in Hancock County, Miss. 

Joining the congressman in the ceremony and at a ribbon-cutting event were Rear Adm. Timothy McGee, USN, Commander, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command; Mr. Wynne Fuller, chief of operations, Mobile, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Capt. Roger Parsons, director, Office of Coast Survey, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; and Capt. Jeffrey Best, USN, commanding officer, Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO). 

Other participants included Mr. Hal Walters, executive director of the Hancock Port and Harbor Commission, and Dr. Grady Tuell, managing director of Optech International.

The JALBTCX mission is to provide airborne coastal surveying capabilities to the Army and Navy to meet operational requirements, to evolve light detection and ranging (LIDAR) and complementary technologies as well as to facilitate industry investment in the technology.

Formally established in 1998, JALBTCX’s partnership began operating in 1994.  Since then, it has completed over 400 project surveys in 13 countries and produced a 
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variety of new tools and uses for airborne LIDAR bathymetry and airborne coastal mapping and charting.

Last fall, the U.S. Navy accepted delivery of the newest generation of airborne LIDAR survey sensors and began operational surveying shortly thereafter.  The sensors, known as the Compact Hydrographic Airborne Rapid Total Survey or CHARTS, will be used for mapping and charting nearshore, shallow water areas in support of the U.S. Navy Fleet.

The CHARTS system combines topographic and hydrographic lasers with digital photography. Although the data still must be processed and analyzed, digital photography 

enhances the system by aiding in the analysis and by being available to overlay on final products, making the transition of water to land smooth and seamless.


“All of these things are important to you as individuals and as citizens,” said Rep.  Gene Taylor (MS-D). “And it is of enormous importance to the safety of our troops.”


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers used CHARTS last spring to map the southeast United States from Mississippi to Virginia, collecting hydrographic, topographic and digital imagery along the sandy coasts.  The survey covered a swath 1,500 meters wide along the shoreline, including land and water.  These data are being used by the Corps for regional management of their navigation and coastal storm protection projects. In addition, the data are also being made available to other federal, state and local agencies and to the public.  Over the next few years, the Corps coastal mapping program will survey the entire United States. 

JALBTCX is evolving the technology by developing new tools to gather more information about our coasts from the airborne data it collects. Along with LIDAR data that accurately measure the physical characteristics of the beach and nearshore coastal zone, JALBTCX is adding additional airborne sensors to measure environmental conditions. 

For more information about NAVOCEANO, visit https://www.navo.navy.mil
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