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     It is my pleasure to extend you a warm “Welcome Aboard” to the Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO).  We are located about 40 miles west of Gulfport, Mississippi in Building 1002 at the John C. Stennis Space Center just north of Exit 2 and I-10.

     At NAVOCEANO, we acquire and analyze global ocean and littoral data to provide specialized operationally significant products for warfighters and civilian, national and international customers.  For additional information about NAVOCEANO, please visit our website at https://www.navo.navy.mil. 

     Stennis Space Center was established to support the national aerospace program.  The Saturn rockets for the Apollo program were tested here and Stennis is the testing site for space shuttle engines.  Due to the nature of the rocket testing, a twelve-mile wide restrictive easement area circumscribes the SSC which prevents any housing development in the immediate vicinity. Most of our personnel live either in Louisiana: Slidell (15-20 miles west), and Mandeville/Covington (30-40 miles west) or Mississippi: Picayune, (15 miles north), Diamondhead (20 miles east on I-10), Waveland, Bay St. Louis, Pass Christian, Long Beach, and Gulfport (20-40 miles southeast on U.S. 90).

     Government quarters and messing facilities are not available at Stennis Space Center. Berthing for single E-4 and below is provided at the BEQ aboard the Construction Battalion Center (CBC) in Gulfport. BHA is authorized for single E5 and above. However, if your preference is to live in the BEQ, berthing is dependent upon availability. On-base housing for married members is also available at CBC Gulfport.

     Listed below, you will find useful websites for homes, schools, churches and area attractions that are provided to help ease your transition into this area.  Please visit the following sites for further information: http://www.hancockchamber.com or http://www.picayunechamber.org. 

     Upon arrival (during normal working hours 0730-1600), check in at the NAVOCEANO Military Personnel Office prior to checking in with the Personnel Support Detachment (PSD), Naval Construction Battalion Center, Gulfport.  If you have any questions or need additional information please contact the NAVOCEANO Military Personnel Office at DSN 828-4345 or commercial (228) 688-4345. Of course, you can contact me directly at any time.

     I am confident that you will enjoy your tour of duty with us and living on the Gulf Coast.  Have a pleasant and safe trip.  I am looking forward to your arrival.  Welcome Aboard!

         Sincerely,
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         J. S. BEST

                 Captain, U.S. Navy

                                Commanding Officer
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