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State Leaders Speak at Navy's Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Event

Stennis Space Center, Miss.-- The Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO), located at the John J. Stennis Space Center, celebrated the birthday anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. today at the 15th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance Ceremony.

Capt. Philip Renaud, NAVOCEANO's Commanding Officer, delivered the ceremony's opening remarks and welcomed guest speakers Dr. Gene Young and Mr. C. Daryl Neely, both of Jackson, Miss.

Dr. Young, a professional consultant and motivational speaker, has participated in many civil rights causes and activities, including the March on Washington. He has been featured on numerous national radio and television programs and has been published in national publications, including Time magazine.

Dr. Young focused on the ceremony's theme, "United in Understanding, Defined in Promise and Guided by Hope,” sharing stories about his personal experiences of the civil rights movement. He emphasized Dr. King's message of service to others and quoted excerpts from several of his famous speeches.

"As we remember Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday, it should inspire all of us, regardless of color, to do our best," said Dr. Young.

Mr. C. Daryl Neely, a Senior Policy Advisor for Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour, also spoke at the ceremony and introduced Dr. Young. Mr. Neely serves as the Governor's liaison to the Department of Corrections, Department of Public Safety, 

-more-
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the Highway Patrol, Bureau of Narcotics, Mississippi Emergency Management Agency and the National Guard. He also advises the Governor on issues of diversity and minority affairs.

Mr. Neely, named one of America's top black Republicans, said that he shared the Governor's gratitude for the men and women who served the Navy at Stennis. 

Capt. Renaud called Mr. Young's words inspiring and urged the Command's employees and guests to become active in accomplishing the dream that Dr. King worked diligently to accomplish during his short life. 

NAVOCEANO's Equal Employment Opportunity Committee sponsored the event.
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