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Stennis Navy Employees Awarded for Hydrographic Operations in Iraq

Stennis Space Center, Miss.-- In a ceremony on Feb. 2, 2004 at Stennis Space Center, the Naval Oceanographic Office's (NAVOCEANO) Commanding Officer Capt. Philip Renaud presented survey excellence awards to fourteen NAVOCEANO civilians and four Fleet Survey Team Naval officers for outstanding performance in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom during their recent hydrographic survey in Iraq. 

The awarded survey crew spent four months in Iraq to conduct a hydrographic survey of the country's southern riverways and ports aboard the USNS Henson, one of NAVOCEANO's 324-ft. oceanographic survey ships,

"We are here today to celebrate our successes. If you consider the work NAVOCEANO did in Iraq, this is really a remarkable accomplishment, and these awards are our recognition for the invaluable work that you do, " said Renaud at the ceremony.

In addition to survey excellence awards, two employees received special recognition. Giovanni Morris volunteered on very short notice to become the first shipboard Senior NAVOCEANO Representative (SNR) to deploy to Iraq. For his services, he was awarded a Seahorse Special Act Award from NAVOCEANO.

Ian Fergusson, USNS Henson SNR, spent more time than any other civilian in Iraq and was awarded the prestigious Meritorious Civilian Service Award from the Navy and a Seahorse Special Act Award from NAVOCEANO for leading survey operations.

After receiving his awards, Ian Fergusson presented Capt. Renaud with an American flag that flew on one of NAVOCEANO's hydrographic survey vessels and a vial of sand from Iraq.

"Sir, when people ask you about the surveyors at NAVOCEANO, you can be proud to tell them that we always did our best to serve our country," said Ferguson.

-more-

Navy Awards, page 2 of 2.

The civilian employees that completed the Iraq survey volunteered to complete work in an often hostile and harsh environment.

"The work we did to support our Commander-in-Chief and our nation is a tribute to our Command and will have implications for us for many years to come," said Renaud.
performance in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom in a ceremony on Feb. 2, 2004.
###
For more information on the Naval Oceanographic Office, visit our web site at https://www.navo.navy.mil/
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