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Navy, Stennis Employees Observe Black History Month 

Stennis Space Center, Miss.-- Naval Oceanographic Office (NAVOCEANO) and Stennis employees celebrated Black History month at a Black History Observance Luncheon on Feb. 11, 2004 at Stennis Space Center.

    Vice Adm. David L. Brewer III, USN, Commander, Military Sealift Command (MSC), traveled from Norfolk, Va. to serve as the luncheon's guest speaker. Vice Adm. Brewer leads MSC, the sea transportation agency for the Department of Defense. He focused his presentation on Brown vs. the Board of Education and how the historic case that integrated the American public school system affects today's students. Vice Adm. Brewer also spoke about what every citizen can do to unite and improve the nation.
    "If we are to reshape America, we must pay attention to the three E's: economics and education on a bedrock of ethics," said Brewer.

    He encouraged the large audience to "keep hope alive—take five" by spending five hours a month working with children, prisoners or the less fortunate and donating five percent of their income to charitable causes. 

    "No matter how high you climb in this world, you are nobody unless you help somebody," said Brewer.

    NAVOCEANO's Commanding Officer Capt. Philip G. Renaud praised Vice Adm. Brewer for his inspirational words and suggested that the audience adopt the Navy's values of honor, courage and commitment in their own lives and in their outreach to others. 

    NAVOCEANO's Equal Employment Opportunity Committee sponsored the Stennis-wide event as part of their Black History Month Observance Program.

    NAVOCEANO surveys the world's oceans on ships operated by MSC captains and crew as part of their mission to maximize America's seapower. 
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For more information on the Naval Oceanographic Office, visit our web site at www.navo.navy.mil
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